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Michigan jobless rate increases in November 

 
LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate advanced by 

eight-tenths of a percentage point to 6.9 percent in November, according to data 

released today by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. 

Michigan’s October rate was revised upwards by six-tenths of a percentage point, from 

5.5 to 6.1 percent. Total employment in November moved down by 14,000, while the 

number of unemployed rose by 43,000. Michigan’s workforce edged up by 30,000 in 

November.   

 

The national jobless rate declined by two-tenths of a percentage point over the month to 

6.7 percent. Michigan’s November unemployment rate was 0.2 percentage points above 

the U.S. rate. The national jobless rate rose by 3.2 percentage points over the year, 

while the state rate advanced by 3.0 percentage points during the same period.  

 

“In November, Michigan’s unemployment rate rose for the first time since April,” said 

Wayne Rourke, associate director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and 

Strategic Initiatives. “With payroll jobs also decreasing slightly this month, the recent 

surge in COVID-19 cases is still having an impact on the state’s labor market.” 

 

 
Monthly labor force trends and highlights 

• The state workforce was little changed over the year, edging down by 0.4 

percent. In comparison, the national workforce fell by 2.4 percent since 

November 2019.  

• Michigan’s total number of employed dropped by 3.6 percent over the year, 2.0 

percentage points below the employment decline nationwide of 5.6 percent.  

• Since April, total unemployment fell by 761,000, or 69.0 percent.  

 

 

(more) 
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Michigan  

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 Nov. 

2020 

Oct. 

2020 

Nov. 

2019 
Over the Month Over the Year 

    Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Civilian Labor Force 4,923 4,893 4,941 30 0.6% -18 -0.4% 

Employment 4,581 4,595 4,751 -14 -0.3% -170 -3.6% 

Unemployment 342 299 190 43 14.4% 152 80.0% 

Rate (Percent) 6.9 6.1 3.9 xxx xxx xxx xxx 

 

Detroit metro area unemployment rate jumps in November 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted 

jobless rate moved up significantly by 2.3 percentage points to 9.3 percent during 

November. Employment was nearly unchanged, inching up by 1,000 over the month, 

while the number of regional unemployed rose by 53,000, resulting in a net workforce 

gain of 54,000.   

The Detroit MSA unemployment rate advanced by 5.3 percentage points over the year.  

Employment fell by 101,000 and unemployment rose by 116,000 since November 2019.   

 

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA  
Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 Nov. 

2020 

Oct. 

2020 

Nov. 

2019 
Over the Month Over the Year 

    Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Civilian Labor Force 2,180 2,126 2,165 54 2.5% 15 0.7% 

Employment 1,977 1,976 2,078 1 0.1% -101 -4.9% 

Unemployment 203 150 87 53 35.3% 116 133.3% 

Rate (Percent) 9.3 7.0 4.0 xxx xxx xxx xxx 

 

(more) 
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Michigan nonfarm payroll job levels decline in November 

The monthly survey of employers demonstrated that seasonally adjusted payroll 

employment receded by 11,000 over the month, or 0.3 percent, to a total of 4,024,000. 

This was the third consecutive month of relatively modest job change in Michigan. 

The largest job reductions occurred in the government (-5,000) and leisure and 

hospitality (-5,000) sectors.  

Industry employment trends and highlights 

• The job reduction recorded in November was the first monthly job cut since the 

very large pandemic-generated plunge in jobs in April 2020.  

• Since April, Michigan added 623,000 nonfarm jobs. However, the November 

payroll employment total was still 438,000 below the February pre-pandemic 

level.  

• The state’s construction industry was one of only a few that exhibited a minor 

employment increase over the month, adding 2,000 jobs. 

• The November drop in government jobs partially reflected the layoff of temporary 

workers hired to conduct the 2020 census. 

• Over the year, payroll jobs in Michigan declined sharply by 419,000, or 9.4 

percent.  

• On a numerical basis, Michigan’s leisure and hospitality sector registered the 

largest over-the-year payroll job reduction (-143,000), followed by manufacturing 

(-63,000).  
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Michigan  

Payroll Employment Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted  

(Data in Thousands) 

 
Nov.** 

2020 

Oct.* 

2020 

Nov. 

2019 

Over the 

Month*** 
Over the Year *** 

    Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Total Nonfarm Payroll 

Jobs 
4,024 4,035 4,443 -11 -0.3% -419 -9.4% 

Natural Resources 

and Mining 
6 6 7 0 3.2% -1 -13.5% 

Construction 176 175 177 2 0.9% 0 -0.1% 

Manufacturing 565 565 627 0 0.0% -63 -10.0% 

Transportation 

Equipment 
161 160 187 0.6 0.4% -26 -14.1% 

Trade, 

Transportation, and 

Utilities 

766 766 799 0 0.1% -33 -4.1% 

  Retail Trade 439 442 462 -3 -0.7% -23 -5.1% 

Information 51 51 55 0 0.2% -4 -7.3% 

Financial Activities 221 222 227 -1 -0.6% -6 -2.6% 

Professional and 

Business Services 
602 603 655 -1 -0.2% -53 -8.0% 

Education and Health 

Services 
627 629 682 -2 -0.3% -55 -8.1% 

Leisure and 

Hospitality Services 
291 296 434 -5 -1.7% -143 -33.0% 

Other Services 149 147 166 2 1.3% -17 -10.1% 

Government 570 575 614 -5 -0.9% -44 -7.2% 

 

* Revised data for October 2020 

** Preliminary data for November 2020 

*** Change calculated using unrounded data 

(more) 
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Michigan 

Hours and Earnings for Production Workers 

Seasonally Adjusted 

 

Manufacturing 

 Nov. 

2020 

Oct. 

2020 

Nov. 

2019 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Average 

Weekly 

Earnings 

$924.82 $909.23 $946.36 15.59 1.7% -21.54 -2.3% 

Average 

Weekly 

Hours 

40.7 40.2 42.3 0.5 1.2% -1.6 -3.9% 

Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 

 Nov. 

2020 

Oct. 

2020 

Nov. 

2019 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Average 

Weekly 

Earnings 

$1,198.01 $1,186.22 $1,240.51 11.79 1.0% -42.50 -3.4% 

Average 

Weekly 

Hours 

42.4 43.1 46.5 -0.7 -1.6 -4.1 -8.7% 

 

 

 

 

-END- 

 


