
 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TECHNOLOGY, MANAGEMENT & BUDGET 

LANSING 
TRICIA L. FOSTER 

DIRECTOR 

 

LEWIS CASS BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR ● 320 S. WALNUT STREET ● P.O. BOX 30026 ● LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 

www.michigan.gov/dtmb ● 517-241-5545 

Michigan jobless rate inches higher in July 

Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate rose by a tenth of a percentage 

point over the month to 4.3 percent, according to data released today by the Michigan 

Department of Technology, Management and Budget. Total employment edged up by 

1,000 while unemployment increased slightly by 2,000 in July, resulting in a small 

monthly labor force gain (+3,000).   

 

The state’s unemployment rate in July was six-tenths of a percentage point above the 

national rate (3.7 percent), which was unchanged over the month. 

 

The Michigan jobless rate in July 2019 was three-tenths of a percentage point above 

the state’s July 2018 rate of 4.0 percent. The national jobless rate declined by two-

tenths of a percentage point over this period.  

 

“Despite a minor jobless rate increase, Michigan’s total workforce and employment 

levels have both advanced over the past year,” said Jason Palmer, director of the 

Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives, “Since July 2018, the 

state’s labor force expanded by 65,000 residents and employment was up by 47,000.”   

 

Monthly Labor Force Trends & Highlights 

 

• The state labor force expanded by 65,000 or 1.3 percent over the year, outpacing the 

U.S. workforce growth of 0.7 percent. 

• Michigan’s total workforce level of 4,961,000 in July was the highest recorded in the 

state since January of 2008.  

• The number of unemployed in Michigan rose for the fifth consecutive month in July. 

Unemployment has increased by 16,000 or 8.2 percent since the beginning of 2019.  

• Michigan’s over-the-year employment expansion of 1.0 percent was slightly above 

employment growth nationally (0.8 percent).  

 

 

(more) 
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MICHIGAN 

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 July 

2018 

June 

2019 

July 

2019 

 

Change 

    Month Year 

Civilian Labor Force 4,896 4,958 4,961 3 65 

Employment 4,702 4,748 4,749 1 47 

Unemployment 193 210 212 2 19 

Rate (Percent) 4.0 4.2 4.3 xxx xxx 

 

Detroit Metropolitan Area Jobless Rate Remains at 4.6 Percent in July 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA’s) seasonally 

adjusted jobless rate was unchanged in July at 4.6 percent. Both total employment and 

the number of unemployed inched up by 2,000 over the month, resulting in a net 

workforce gain of 4,000 since June.    

Since July of 2018, the Detroit metro area unemployment rate moved up by half a 

percentage point. Employment rose by 20,000, or 1.0 percent, while total 

unemployment increased by 14,000, or 16.3 percent. The Detroit MSA workforce 

advanced by 34,000, or 1.6 percent, over the year.     

 

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA 

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 July 

2018 

June 

2019 

July 

2019 

 

Change 

    Month Year 

Civilian Labor Force 2,127 2,157 2,161 4 34 

Employment 2,041 2,059 2,061 2 20 

Unemployment 86 98 100 2 14 

Rate (Percent) 4.1 4.6 4.6 xxx xxx 

 

(more) 



Unemployment July 2019, p.3 of 4 
 

LEWIS CASS BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR ● 320 S. WALNUT STREET ● P.O. BOX 30026 ● LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 

www.michigan.gov/dtmb ● 517-241-5545 

 

Michigan Nonfarm Jobs Decline in July 

According to the monthly survey of employers, seasonally adjusted payroll jobs in 

Michigan fell by 6,000 over the month to 4,440,000. Most industry employment 

changes in July were minimal, apart from a job cut in education and health services (-

6,000).  

Industry Employment Trends and Highlights  

 

• July was the third month so far in 2019 with a monthly reduction in payroll jobs. 

Since December 2018, Michigan nonfarm jobs edged up by 8,000, an increase of 

0.2 percent.  

• The state’s information industry demonstrated the largest over-the-month job 

decline on a percentage basis, edging down by 1.9 percent in July.  

• Michigan’s education and health services industry had the most pronounced over-

the-year job reduction on both a numerical (-10,000) and percentage (-1.5 percent) 

basis, with job cuts concentrated in the health services sector.  

• The leisure and hospitality industry in Michigan exhibited the largest numerical 

over-the-year increase in jobs, advancing by 9,000 since July of 2018.  

• From July 2018 to July 2019, payroll jobs in Michigan advanced by 18,000 or 0.4 

percent, about a percentage point below the national over-the-year payroll 

employment increase of 1.5 percent.  

• Seasonally adjusted average weekly earnings of production workers in 

manufacturing moved up over the month and over the year, while average weekly 

hours decreased both over the month and over the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(more) 
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    MICHIGAN

July June* July**

2018 2019 2019 MONTH YEAR

Total Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 4,423 4,446 4,440 -6 18

Natural Resources & Mining 7 7 7 0 0

Construction 171 173 173 0 2

Manufacturing 629 636 634 -1 5

Transportation Equipment 193 197 197 0 4

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 793 790 790 0 -3

Retail Trade 472 464 464 0 -8

Information 56 57 56 -1 0

Financial Activities 219 222 222 0 3

Professional & Business Services 660 663 664 0 4

Education & Health Services 679 675 669 -6 -10

Leisure & Hospitality Services 435 444 444 0 9

Other Services 167 170 171 1 5

Government 607 609 609 1 2

*Final data for June 2019

** Preliminary data for July 2019

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

July June July

2018 2019 2019 MONTH YEAR

Average Weekly Earnings $915.96 $941.77 $953.23 $11.46 $37.27

Average Weekly Hours 43.2 41.8 41.6 -0.2 -1.6

Average Weekly Earnings $1,167.01 $1,200.74 $1,181.83 -$18.91 $14.82

Average Weekly Hours 47.3 45.4 44.9 -0.5 -2.4

CHANGE***

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted

(Data in Thousands)

Transportation Equipment

Hours & Earnings for Production Workers

Seasonally Adjusted

Manufacturing

CHANGE


