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Michigan’s April Jobless Rate Flat

Lansing — Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was unchanged in April at 4.7
percent, according to data released today by the Michigan Department of Technology,
Management & Budget (DTMB). Total employment increased by 6,000 over the month and the
number of unemployed declined by 2,000. The net impact was a 4,000 advance in the state’s
workforce over the month.

The Michigan jobless rate in April 2018 was three-tenths of a percentage point above the state’s
April 2017 rate of 4.4 percent. The national jobless rate declined by five-tenths of a percentage
point over this period. The state’s unemployment rate in April was eight-tenths of a percentage
point above the national rate. The U.S. jobless rate decreased by two-tenths of a percentage
point to 3.9 percent in April.

“Although Michigan’s jobless rate was unchanged over the month, a number of the state’s
industry sectors reported lower than normal April seasonal job gains,” said Jason Palmer, director
of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives. “Hiring in industries such as
Leisure and hospitality services and Construction was likely limited in April by weather
conditions.”

Monthly Labor Force Trends & Highlights

Michigan’s unemployment rates, and overall labor market, have been very stable since
September. The state’s monthly jobless rates remained at 4.7 percent over much of that
period.

Since September, total employment advanced moderately in Michigan by 6,000 while the
number of unemployed edged downward by 2,000. The state’s workforce has remained
essentially flat over this period at around 4,900,000.

April marked the 17" consecutive month dating back to December 2016 that the number of
unemployed in Michigan remained below 250,000. The last time that occurred was in 2000 to
2001.

Since April 2017, total employment in Michigan advanced by 23,000 or 0.5 percent while the
number of unemployed increased by 12,000 or 5.6 percent. The state’s labor force rose by
35,000 or 0.7 percent over that period. Nationally, total employment increased by 1.3 percent
and the number of unemployed fell by 9.6 percent since April 2017. The nation’s workforce
grew by 0.8 percent over the year.

(more)
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MICHIGAN

Labor Force Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

April March April
2017 2018 2018 Change
Month | Year
Civilian Labor Force 4,867 4,898 4,902 4 35
Employment 4,651 4,668 4,674 6 23
Unemployment 216 230 228 -2 12
Rate (Percent) 4.4 4.7 4.7 XXX XXX

Detroit Metropolitan Area’s April Jobless Rate Unchanged

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA’s) seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate in April of 4.5 percent was unchanged from the area’s January through March
rates. Both total employment and the workforce in the region inched up by 1,000 over the month.
The number of unemployed was flat from March to April. The region’s 4.5 percent jobless rate so far
in 2018 rose by a half percentage point since the recent low rate of 4.0 percent displayed in June
2017. From December to April, the Detroit metro area’s total employment and labor force levels
have recorded a reduction of 6,000 while the number of unemployed was little changed.

From April 2017 to April 2018, the Detroit metropolitan area’s jobless rate edged up by two-tenths
of a percentage point. Since April 2017, total employment increased by 7,000 or 0.3 percent and
the number of unemployed moved upward by 4,000 or 4.4 percent. The Detroit MSA’s workforce
rose moderately by 11,000 or 0.5 percent over the year. The growth in the area’s employment
level and workforce lagged both the state and the nation over this period.

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA

Labor Force Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

April March April
2017 2018 2018 Change
Month Year
Civilian Labor Force 2,103 2,113 2,114 1 11
Employment 2,013 2,019 2,020 1 7
Unemployment 90 94 94 0 4
Rate (Percent) 4.3 4.5 4.5 XXX XXX
(more)
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April Payroll Jobs Down Due to Lack of Seasonal Gains

According to the monthly survey of employers, seasonally adjusted Michigan payroll jobs
declined in April by 10,000 to 4,414,000. The over-the-month statewide job reduction was
concentrated in Leisure and hospitality services (-4,000) and Professional and business services
(-3,000). The state’s remaining major industry sectors showed relatively minor changes over the
month.

Industry Employment Trends and Highlights

After six consecutive months of overall job gains, April marked the first monthly job reduction
in the state since September. April’s job total of 4,414,000 matched February’s level.

In the first four months of 2018, Michigan payroll jobs rose by 19,000 or 0.4 percent. Over the
same period in 2017, payroll jobs increased in the state by 23,900 or 0.6 percent.

The over-the-month job decrease in Professional and business services broke a string of five
consecutive monthly gains in this sector dating back to November. However, the April job
count of 658,000 was the second highest total in the sector’s statewide history.

Leisure and hospitality services registered a 4,000 drop in jobs over the month, which pushed
this sector’s April job total to the lowest level in 2018. However, jobs in Leisure and hospitality
services increased by 6,000 or 1.3 percent since April 2017.

From April 2017 to April 2018, payroll jobs in Michigan increased by 45,000 or 1.0 percent,
which lagged the national gain over this period of 1.6 percent. Since April 2017, ten of
Michigan’s 11 major sectors recorded job advances. The exception was Information (-2,000).
Retail trade, a large sub-sector of Trade transportation and utilities also reported a 2,000 job
reduction over the year.

Seasonally adjusted average weekly hours and earnings of production workers in
Manufacturing increased over the month as well as over the year.

(more)

LEWIS CASS BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR e 302 S. WALNUT STREET e P.O. BOX 30026  LANSING, M| 48909
www.michigan.gov/dtmb e (517) 373-1004


http://www.michigan.gov/

Unemployment April 2018, p.4 of 4

MICHIGAN

Payroll Employment Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted

(Data in Thousands)

April March* April** CHANGE***
2017 2018 2018 MONTH YEAR
Total Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 4,368 4,424 4,414 -10 46
Natural Resources & Mining 7 8 7 0 0
Construction 161 172 171 -1 10
Manufacturing 616 618 617 -1 1
Transportation Equipment 187 188 188 0 1
Trade, Transportation & Utilities 790 795 794 0 4
Retail Trade 476 475 474 -1 -2
Information 57 55 55 -1 -2
Financial Activities 218 219 220 1 2
Professional & Business Services 647 661 658 -3 11
Education & Health Services 671 674 675 1 4
Leisure & Hospitality Services 432 442 437 -4 6
Other Services 168 171 170 -1 3
Government 601 609 609 0 8
* Final data for March 2018
** Preliminary data for April 2018
*** Change calculated using unrounded data
Hours & Earnings for Production Workers
Seasonally Adjusted
Manufacturing
April March April CHANGE
2017 2018 2018 MONTH YEAR
Average Weekly Earnings $879.73 $918.09 $935.88 $17.79 $56.15
Average Weekly Hours 42.3 43.8 44.2 0.4 1.9
Transportation Equipment
Average Weekly Earnings $1,091.81 $1,193.00 $1,245.31 $52.31 $153.50
Average Weekly Hours 46.3 49.1 49.9 0.8 3.6
HH#
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