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Michigan unemployment rate decreases in July 

 
LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted jobless rate declined by two-tenths 

of a percentage point to 4.8 percent in July, according to data released today by the 

Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. Statewide total 

employment inched up by 4,000, while the number of unemployed decreased by 8,000, 

resulting in a minimal workforce reduction of 4,000 since June.   

 

The U.S. unemployment rate fell significantly by half a percentage point between June 

and July to 5.4 percent. Michigan’s July unemployment rate was 0.6 percentage points 

below the national rate. Over the year, the U.S. rate receded by 4.8 percentage points, 

while the statewide rate decreased by 4.2 percentage points.  

 

“Michigan’s labor market continued to recover during July,” said Wayne Rourke, 

associate director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic 

Initiatives. “The unemployment rate moved to the lowest level since March 2020, 

and the state recorded the largest monthly payroll job gain since February 2021.”  

 
Monthly and annual labor force trends and highlights 

• Michigan’s employment level increased for the fifth consecutive month. 

Employment has advanced by 36,000 since February.  

• Michigan’s total number of unemployed fell by 3.4 percent in July, a decrease 

less than half of what was recorded nationwide (-8.2 percent).   

• Over the year, statewide employment edged up by 2.0 percent, while the U.S. 

employment total advanced by 6.2 percent.  

 

Michigan’s July 2021 jobless rate remains above pre-pandemic levels 

• Despite steady advances so far in 2021, Michigan’s employment count in July 

remained 256,000, or 5.4 percent, below the February 2020 pre-pandemic level.   

• Unemployment in Michigan was 43,000, or 23.2 percent, above the February 

2020 level.  

• The July 2021 jobless rate of 4.8 percent was 1.1 percentage points above the 

pre-pandemic February 2020 rate.   

(more) 
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Michigan  

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 July 

2021 

June 

2021 

July 

2020 
Over the Month Over the Year 

    Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Civilian  
Labor Force 

4,715 4,719 4,835 -4 -0.1% -120 -2.5% 

 Employed 4,488 4,484 4,400 4 0.1% 88 2.0% 

 Unemployed 227 235 436 -8 -3.4% -209 -47.9% 

   Unemployment Rate 4.8 5.0 9.0 -0.2 XXX -4.2 XXX 

 

Detroit metro area jobless rate edged down in July 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate decreased by a tenth of a percentage point to 4.3 percent during 

July. Employment inched up by 3,000, while unemployment moved down by 3,000. The 

Detroit MSA workforce level was essentially unchanged in July.   

The Detroit region jobless rate dropped significantly by 6.8 percentage points since July 

2020, as workers were recalled to jobs from pandemic-related layoffs. Employment 

advanced by 70,000, and the number of regional unemployed dropped sharply by 

148,000. The Detroit MSA labor force remained 80,000 below year-ago levels.  

 
Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA  

Labor Force Estimates 
Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 July 

2021 

June 

2021 

July 

2020 
Over the Month Over the Year 

    Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Civilian  
Labor Force 

2,031 2,032 2,111 -1 0.0% -80 -3.8% 

 Employed 1,945 1,942 1,875 3 0.2% 70 3.7% 

 Unemployed 87 90 235 -3 -3.3% -148 -63.0% 

  Unemployment Rate 4.3 4.4 11.1 -0.1 XXX -6.8 XXX 

 

(more) 
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Nonfarm jobs increase in most major industries in July 

The monthly survey of employers indicated that total nonfarm jobs in Michigan rose in 

July by 31,000, or 0.8 percent, the largest monthly job gain since February. Payroll 

employment levels in Michigan were 4,166,000 during July.  

Most major statewide industries exhibited job additions during July. The largest job 

advance occurred in the leisure and hospitality industry, with employment up by 12,000 

in July. The only industry with a noticeable job cut in July was the auto sector, which 

was down by 6,000 jobs due to layoffs related to the nationwide shortage of 

semiconductors. 

Industry employment trends and highlights 

• Total nonfarm jobs rose by 182,000, or 4.6 percent, over the year. However, 

payroll jobs during July 2021 remained 287,000 below the February 2020 pre-

pandemic level.  

• The statewide manufacturing and financial activities industries registered minor 

payroll employment reductions over the month.  

• Over the year, Michigan’s leisure and hospitality sector had the largest industry 

job gain, advancing by 46,000 since July 2020.  

• The second largest numeric employment increase over the year occurred in the 

professional and business services sector (+40,000).  

 

(more) 
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Michigan 
Payroll Employment Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted  

(Data in Thousands) 

 
July** 

2021 

June* 

2021 

July 

2020 
Over the Month*** Over the Year *** 

    Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Total Nonfarm Payroll 

Jobs 
4,166 4,135 3,984 31 0.8% 182 4.6% 

Natural Resources 

and Mining 
7 7 7 0 0.0% 0 6.2% 

Construction 178 177 166 1 0.6% 12 6.9% 

Manufacturing 570 571 566 -1 -0.1% 4 0.8% 

Transportation 

Equipment 
167 173 177 -6 -3.6% -10 -5.6% 

Trade, 

Transportation, and 

Utilities 

779 774 744 5 0.7% 35 4.6% 

  Retail Trade 447 445 427 2 0.5% 20 4.8% 

Information 49 49 49 0 0.0% 1 1.6% 

Financial Activities 225 226 220 -1 -0.2% 5 2.3% 

Professional and 

Business Services 
629 620 589 9 1.5% 40 6.8% 

Education and Health 

Services 
644 643 626 1 0.1% 17 2.7% 

Leisure and 

Hospitality Services 
354 342 308 12 3.5% 46 15.1% 

Other Services 147 146 139 1 0.5% 7 5.2% 

Government 584 581 570 4 0.7% 14 2.4% 

 

* Revised data for June 2021 

** Preliminary data for July 2021 

*** Change calculated using unrounded data 

 

 (more) 
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Michigan 

Hours and Earnings for Production Workers 

Seasonally Adjusted 

Manufacturing 

 July 

2021 

June 

2021 

July 

2020 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Average 

Weekly 

Earnings 

$992.23 $926.28 $913.35 65.95 7.1% 

 

78.88 

 

8.6% 

Average 

Weekly 

Hours 

42.3 40.5 41.1 1.8 4.4% 1.2 3.0% 

 Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 

 July 

2021 

June 

2021 

July 

2020 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Average 

Weekly 

Earnings 

$1,226.35 $1,172.32 $1,251.83 54.03 4.6% -25.48 -2.0% 

Average 

Weekly 

Hours 

44.1 41.4 44.4 2.7 6.5% -0.3 -0.8% 
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